MAKE   THEE   MIGHTIER   YET
it? Your Lord Chancellor speaks contemptuously of the 'so-called
Government of Spain'. Does this not show you the trend of the
wind, the real state of your Government's mind? Immediately
after the Peace of Munich the latest Gentleman's Agreement with
Italy, cherchez U gentilhomme, was brought into force, by the docile
Conservative majority of the House of Commons. Nothing has
changed, to justify its honouring. Italy has not withdrawn her
troops. They are bombing Spanish women and children every
day. We need to be 'realist' about it.
Ah, if I could be a realist. Life is real, life is earnest and things
are not what they seem. To me, a dead child in a Madrid street,
killed by an Italian or German bomb, seems to be a dead
child in a Madrid Street, killed by an Italian or German
bomb, killed by men from a country which, in the name of
sanity, if there is such a thing, cannot have any right to kill
children in Spain, to be in Spain at all. What has Spain ever
done to them?
i But to a realist that child is a Red, deservedly done to death by
Franco's gallant Christian soldiers, the Moors, the Germans, the
Italians. The rich men in all countries, the Church, the Royalists,
all applaud.
Nothing has changed in Spain to justify the ratification of that
agreement. Mr. Chamberlain said one thing had changed, the
thing that had prevented him from ratifying it sooner — 'the
Spanish war is no longer a danger to European peace3.
How is it less or more a danger to European peace now than
then? Because you are going to increase your support of Franco,
help to starve out the Republicans? But look out for yourselves.
Not long ago, on the east coast of England^ you saw the flashes of
gunfire — off the east coast of England! They came from a<Franco
ship that was shelling a Republican ship. Lookout! A little while,
if you go on like this, and you will be seeing those flashes again,
but the shells will be falling on English soil-
Lord Halifax has told you that 'Signor Mussolini has always
made it plain from the time of the last conversations with the
British Government that, for reasons known to us all, whether we
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